isomae jun ' ichi and tim graf Religious studies inserted religious phenomena of other regions into the progress-ladder of evolution theory which put Christianity on top (Sharpe 1986 (Sharpe [1975 ).
What is being problematized here is the forcible definition of the object of perception being determined unilaterally by the perceiver. The Western world is the superior perceiving subject, while non-Western societies, as the objects of perception, are merely being defined. As is commonly known, it was Edward Said with Orientalism, published in 1978, who examined with a critical eye these unilateral perception-relations. 'Orientalism' refers to the process of Western societies projecting an image on others that satisfies and supplements Western societies themselves. Said mentions that the conception of the 'orient' was imposed from the outside by the Western media, literature, and states, but it was also aided by the academic discipline called 'oriental studies'.
Moreover, regarding the problem of orientalism, it would not be sufficient to one-sidedly accuse the West of forcing these definitions. NonWestern societies were also motivated to internalize this view and to identify themselves with the Western subject. This self-identification with Western society is called 'occidentalism' and is present among indigenous elites who stand to gain from association with Western political or economic interests (see Carrier 1995 and Chen 1995) . By taking the dynamics of orientalism and occidentalism into religious studies, the formation of conceptions of religion and religious studies are reconsidered as issues of cultural identity inclusive of political contexts.
The relevance and applicability of Western conceptions of religion for non-Western societies has been discussed in great detail since the 1990s.1 In the introduction to Asian Visions of Authority (1994) for example, editor Charles Keyes and the other authors point out that a Western concept of religion corresponding to Protestantism did not exist originally in East and South-East Asia. The concept of religion spread in the process of the modernization of these regions as something official while at the same time the traditional indigenous and local religions were looked down on as either pagan or non-religious.
